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SMP SEATS SEE SHARPEST DIP FROM 2019

WS o

Phase 2 turnout dips

under 3 pc points over
19; surge in Rajasthan

- AT

6-pc point dipinWayanad, 11 inMathura;

UPCEQ says weather notalikely reason

-

e——

- » Phase 2 turnout dips under 3pc

points over '19; surge in Rajasthan

constituency-wise turnout on
the EC's Voter Turnout app at 6

pm.
The other states where the
turnout decreased more than

| the overall : Bihar (3.6 percent-

age points), Kerala(6.8), Tripura
(324)and West Bengal (4.5)
Turnout in the one seat of
Manipur, Outer Manipur, was
819%in the second phase.hg_w-

EX - A%, inthe first phase as well.
NEWDELHLAPRIL2? ¢ Inthe first phase, the 102 Turnout in Karnataka,
NG seats that were up for election,  Chhattisgarh _and Jammu
THE SECOND phase of the Lok with alittle over 16 crore voters  showed a slight increase, while
Sabhaelections covering 88 con- eligibletocast theirvotes,sawa  turnout in the 13 seats of
stituencies and 16 crore eligible  tumoutof i 5%, jasthan showed a sharp in-
voters in 13 states saw an over- adecline fromthe 70%recorded  creaseof 12.3 percentage points
alldipof just under 3 percentage  in2019. from 68% in 2019 to 80.3% this
points in voter turnout as com- Asof 7pmSaturday, Election  time.
par in C sources said, Some high-profile seats, in-
2019—thedipwassmallerthan  Madhya Pradesh, whichhadsix  cluding Wayanad, where
the 4.5 percentage points wit-  seats in Phase two, registereda  Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
nessed in the first phase of polls  turnout 0f 58.59%, adecreaseof  contested, saw decrease in
April 19. 9.41 percentage points from  turnoutaswell. I Wayanad, the
Voter turnout on Friday 2019 — the sharpest dip among. turnout decreased by over 6 per-
clocked, as of estimatesat 7 pm  states in the second phase. centage points as of 6 pm.

saturday, 66.7%, according to
o ol

The eight seats of Uttar

Election
The EC was yet to issue any
statement or release the turnout
figuresat the time of writing.
The overall turnout in 83 of
these seats in 2019 — five seats
in Assam went through delimi-
tation and have, therefore, not

wentto
had anaverage of a6.9-percent-
age points decrease with
Mathura, the seat where BJP MP
Hema Malini is seeking a third
term, having the highest dip of
11 percentage points, as per the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

| nessp
| pears that rising

Anofficial from the Madhya
Pradesh CEO's office said:
“There were proper prepara-
tions that had taken place toen-
sure higher voter participation
i i ing existing

‘yesterday’s second phase
polling. I\L&n‘a recorded low-
estpolling compared tothe pre-
vious one. It was 47 per cent
ling here yesterday while in
2019t was 60 per cent.”
He added: "Itis also not har-
vesting season. We are running
programmes for long,

is yet to be known."

Kerala Chief Electoral Officer
Sanjay Kaul said the tentative
voter turnout for the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections in Kerala is
71.16%. “Compared to the previ-
ous Assembly elections of 2021,
when the tumout was 74%, the
voting of 2024 cannot be stated
as very low. One of the reasons
for lower turnout could be the

condition

from 1 pmto3 pmec o
~the morning hours of voting. A
detailed analysis can be made
only when the final polling data
is available by evening.
Considering the polling percent-
age of 2021 Assembly elections,
we cannot findamajor fallin this
year's polling.” he said.

Kaul said voting was com-
pleted in 95 per cent of the

So faritap-

P P!

and a wedding season has re-
sulted in low voter In

onlylg\akwbnpﬂ\sinwdakam

Madhya Pradesh, the maxi-

arrived at some of the booths in

of pt
ployed as farmers and thisis the
time they get time for mar-

riages."

Speaking to The Sunday
Express, UP Chief Electoral
Officer Navdeep Rinwa said:

5 pm, of-
ficials took extra care to check
the records and ensure accuracy,
which led to long hours of
polling beyond 6 pm, he said.
Compared to previous elec-
tions, no glitches have been re-
el

ific aus-

ing low voter turnout that we

| have come to know so far. It

doesn't seem to be weather or
heatwave since it was same
weather during 2019 polls as
well, Even during evening hours,
the booths were seen empty. In

PHASE-2 TURNOUT: 88 SEATS

ported in EVMs.

tion, the average failure rate of
votjng machines was five per-
cent. But this time, only 0.44
percent of the ballot units and
control units, and 2.1 percent of
the VVPATs were classified as
“damaged.”

4: | 2019; 69.64%
| (NB3OFTHESEBBSEATS®)

20

29

48

2

25

Tripura 2
Uttar Pradesh 80
WestBengal 42
JammudKashmir | 5

-

.

68

63

84

68 ;

83 | 7976 | -324
62 | 551 -89
81 | 65| 45
72 01

Note:
“*State turnou figure used, due to defimitation
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Parties sit up,

Low voter turnout sparks concern as v

RAJESH KUMAR g NEW DELHI

he low voting percentage in
| the first two phases,

particularly in the Hindi
heartlands, that saw completion
of 191 Lok Sabha constituencies
has come as a great cause of
worry and concern for political
parties and more to the rulis
BJP at the Centre and in States of
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Bihar where it is
in alliance as NDA.
Interestingly, both the ruling BJP
as well as the Opposition , or the
INDIA Bloc have claimed that a
low  turnout  shall be
advantageous to them. The
dropping trends of voter turnout
have also raised concern over
this trend continuing in the
remaining phases.
Acbordlngpt: EC's voter turnout
App, Uttar Pradesh recorded
55.01 per cent voter turnout;
Bihar 58.89 per cent; Madhya
Pradesh 58.59 per cent and
Rajasthan 65.03 per cent.
Assam saw a reduction in voter
turnout g from eight per
cent to 13.9 per cent across
constituencies. Bihar's
constituencies experienced an
8.23 per cent to 12 per cent fall.
Chhattisgarh saw comparatively
minor , with the smallest
being only 0.86 per cent.
Similarly, "Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, and Rajasthan
noted significant falls in turnout,
Just like the first phase of the Lok
Sabha elections, voter turnout
across the 88 seats in 13 States

%o WPy e

that went to polls dropped to
64.74 per cent in comparison to
the 69.4 per cent in 2019
clections (barring the five
delimitated seats in Assam),
indicating a broad decline in
voter participation and also
signalling a shift that could
influence the final election
results.

The questions arise whether the
low voting percentage indicates a
shift in  voter engaggment,
highliyuingalpotemial changes in
the politic: mnmics as the
nation votes, t is the impact
of a high or a low turnout on

electoral results? A higher voter
turnout is considered an
indication of change while a low
voter turnout of continuity is the
general belief? However, there is
no clear correlation or trend as
the data shows. Top officials say
it is difficult to say who will be
benefiting from low voting
percentage as there is no data to
establish  which community,
caste or class did not vote. Low

-voting percentage is expected to

considerably impact all the
political parties.

Some analysts say that there is no
single issue strong enough to pull

i ... 8 APR 204

voters out this time and the BJP's
core voters may not be stepping
out due to complacency or

overconfidence on  Prime
Minister N d Modi's

take note as voting drops

g on 191 LS seats concludes in first two phases

front against Modi.

Factors like impending heat
waves and historical turnout
trends suggest India may not
surpass the 67 per cent record
high seen in 2019, possibly
reverting to pre-2019 levels. The

India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has already
predicted  above  normal

temperatures in the coming days
which signaling a low trend of
voting percentage in the rest of
the phase.
For instance, the national Capital
which is going to Fol!s on May 25
is expected for a low voters' turn
out due to heat and long
weekend. Given that May 23
(Thursday) is a gazetted holiday
for Buddha Purnima and May 26
is a Sunday, officials are
concerned that many people
might take May 24 (FriLy oftto
create an extended long
weekend. This could lead to a
drop in voter turnout as residents
may choose to travel out of town.
Data showed less than 50 per
cent of voters came to polling
booths to cast their votes in six
i i Rewa in

ularity and 'Aayega toh Modi
K?'Paﬁerwcunsccmylign of Ram
Temple in Ayodhya , resulting in
lower turnouts.
Some analysts say people are not
coming out to vote as they
assume that Modi is coming to
power for the third time. They
also argue that Muslim
community has come in less
number because the INDIA Bloc
has failed to put up strongest

al

Madhya Pradesh, Ghaziabad and
Mathura in Uttar Pradesh. Rewa
recorded 49.43 per cent voter
turnout; Ghaziabad 49.74 per
cent and Mathura 49.41 percent.
Bhagalpur recorded 51.40 per
cent voter turnout; Banka 53.90
percent; Aligarh (56.62 percent);
B‘al?hpat ( 56.16 per cent);
Bulandshahr ( 5642 per cent)
and Khajuraho (56.48 per cent).
Continued on Page 6



gadl U5 sHEeIs et (e gamn) 3ER 98,

.........................




1 (Fdien gam) IR W39, JEEs

;S T e

.........................




qamqa‘aﬂmifwm(ﬁﬁmaﬂm) IR Y29, dEAS
JRO LR | GHERICRE ) mwmﬂu

.........................

-

AR U3 &7 A

7 % fore 9Ra L)

20 W% 1 fret & waeH 2, Haae IR
7, 39% fau fien e foam #
foregor ST § WA SARTERT & fied,
@tusnﬁmammm }

et 5 et ¥, TR 5 TeRt & e
i qﬁ%aﬁﬁaﬁzﬂﬁﬂmm%l




W@Wéﬂm(ﬁﬁaﬂnw)mu&ﬂ,m

9) 0

...........................................................

Wi
TR T@l F O
o 7 & T e A
@ 9 8 T # | e a
T R A € R A
HAGH F1 e 0 FHae 43|
T T F e, 9, |
ST, MfSTreg, MeraaT, -
FeiTR, Irefing st wgu |
ﬁganinaézbuim'
69.46 WIEEl HASH
TN o T il sE et w g {
IS H WA o A
o o ww s sem | T TTAE
Hem # A 2019 HEw- | NS
SEYN T TS g G
6.70 W 1 e | |
62.76 R 1| AN HIUF
Hie faedt @ik =R e Wag
T T W AT Hed
A 7% 8 o 50 o |
3 g el W ER-ofa & Sy
i et wem a3 an. 2
F e F 7.57 wEE B
firree &€ &1 09 § = -0 @
2 o o570 & SR H IR e
ST T HE A ek

T FiE B TFREE R =

HaEE # e & e A :

T # ol vl S I u
el
|| son

v

)

5
+ 53.20

i
i & SR T SonTd fefa |
I S T G Bl
#1 ISR F AN W @ dr
YT w2014 F AT
2019 ¥ 1.03 HiHE A ¥ grfeorrd
firae g, S Jisi 1 e M

T @ T & i, foEnd
SFERT T FE ¢ i waE

| 606411 -
| se.cAdl -}

7.55 HIHS §¢ TN 6 it
aﬁﬁﬂgﬂm:.ao& i %
g SR wew 1 e o%cs
8.08 HIEET =g T

E




a1 vy sAaes e (Fen gamn) oW w1, aaas

MR 95 &1 9H %Q




gaAl Ud FHA9E 6T

(Prdtenn wamT) TER WE9, WEETS

TR U @7 A L

¥o 7RI TETS

e L8 PR IOA




(e 99mT) IO e, dEAS




AT TE TGS

(Fréfien uorT) 3OR W39l, WEAs

FHER UF &T 449

TN W e

f_¢
i
e

OTPR 20U

55 Tl Hagmara &l

TS (THUAS) | A 97E i o 8-y
TG T 31 T | T ST & G S
ol e & e o o i e A g e
A e 7 21 el oft S 3 el 8 e
T S ferd e i o1 A e SR AT TR |
ol iR s 3

| WS I
IR 3 e o o st 3 25 s @ 14
ST 2024 T AR F1E 3 o e fran )|
AT S FafA FE R 3D gu I F R
9T 96 R & R 3 T B B 55 BR
TS @ At B R T 2
I Fa 6’ § 39 @ 70 wR F
i e 1 FdAe # Haeel @ Sed 3
s % fof @ 2 e 31 vt 14 S o
5 wremanail 3 frafem e 3 o ateq fman an)
IR W ffid 3 ) P S AR @ R
TS 1 YA HEHH 23 ST o ST
| v g TR Y e R 3
THITR 9 @i b hTH G TR R IR T |
T T T A T AR B D o

fafe SR 3 e = w0 3 12 e ST e
&1 SR T, T o A, 36 3 TR
IR < R TR S At €1 A AR

& o R mﬁah’-um‘aﬂaaw

TEATH-8 R ST T 2 |

PRl

At g ﬂﬁﬁa
Heiferd gt ﬁafaa N FEH
T TARA 1 S e SR

e =@ A Vg &R = vag =t
% Iofefy SRRl QISR <61 3TN
& Uz forg TR Fom fealt i
aRe % I S 3 T e
fEA & FRHN F SIS T T
FEHT A & A e
I IS T B HWT ST W
Frear e e 7€ 2024 fafea &
G R, Aeee! § -9 3 9 HaRRIS A

A SR $ 1 AT e | R TR
gfaed i a1 o | T qzﬁmﬁ;\
e 99 o g

dma
ufreor : 9 e & @ e
Ha iR,

% ﬁqfqahmwm

SUETeE T foratert 7S

T e W TR, TSR,
TR 3 319 Y A deda T T SR
S HRIHH 1 STEASH g7 Fo e
ARER i I, sttt aun sEet @ ffe
YRR i SRS | T4 F THEE FI S
ST o TR T (TSRS S i oo 3 o
USRI S T T | e et & aen
W TR T NG W T 3T
1, for e FH F el @ @eda 3 A,
SfFhiE, WY, Sat 3 HEN, ST e,
5, g s ar oo ga e
ST W, o gr1 e wahR 9 3 amues
T4 SIRA R F T TR GR1 B eraii i
B / T safwal & s 9 frmar /
m%sgnmzﬁaﬁaﬁﬂaﬁw

G TR W YAl el 3R J /
Fgid B9 | G A W T=R-1077, 0522-
2615195 % =R ¥ & |

#Haar & ufl 5 W ® : s i
T 70 Wi T R WG FA B oAy
TR fim % fafir 28 & Hreee § 979 Yewen F
SRS 5 T 39 R AR, s,
mmmiméwwmm
& fou Strreas & 1 fiofr foam







a1 U8 SHaEs = (Rien gqm) o) 9891, dEes

00 o INI

.........................

.



gl Ug Sea @ (Fden gam) SR Wi, sEes

AR T BT A .. - G TTAR....... RAF s

Pelde Br
* '

. 3 E R}

“ﬁ F1 7 it 7 ey

R el a7 sifery

L

»ﬁ% l

T G o 2

e o SR i oA

mﬂarﬁtasmmﬂmq




(Frfienm warT) IR w39l, WEas




A1 Ug Saeaad faar| (e 99w sor ke, aEes
7§ APRZ024

N




[ (e 99FT) SO RS, WEHS

n NN

it A
IV LULT







AT § Hee Y a‘gm
bok. b S B S i

FEEE s

—




a9 U SHEWE Q9T

FHER 93 @7 914

TATHTR-T@S (THOHaT) |
REDCEE PER el kel
% gu & felt 7 TaeE B 21
T N TR R AT 3 s

@i & wid
TR §

TS a

T & A A TR G R @ ) aa o R
i T o AR R R 7 3 o B 1 9
ot o R o AT T e e de e A s



AYFE, ﬁwﬁﬁmmmr@%$
ToTe geen 9a =1 g afuss 21 srsiaea

vam@naﬁm*ﬂwﬁ
wierert T |fisfea 7 1321
foen fraf=7 s & =
AT 210 T e R v
ez fan fo it siferer dee wforem
mmmammﬁ WEH T w YT W, Hiums
ST | 1 T ASIE B FaraR & fo 31 1 FER T 9w,
ﬂmwmmﬁm|mwmaﬂ gﬁwmﬁwﬁwmﬁﬁrﬁm RIE
wn—grqm%m 1 HE ARG FAR Aied fafe S %
ﬁm(m)tﬁmzﬁﬁ 0 He fm_ﬁwiﬁga@.

amr«-fa = U9 AeEE 2 s
i:;?‘ﬁm AfterF: (FR) T




|

o Ug SHae aErT (FEEr gam) oo wee, @EEs
; — ¢ S APR 2024
Re1h

.........................

MHER 93 BT 914 ?0 95

o — Uy X FE e
1 R 1 S R

s —————————




'wmafﬁwlr(ﬁﬁmnw)wu%ﬂ,m
e P
AR UF BT A toaa‘m#mm fostie ...




a9l U8 SEEE R (ﬁﬁeﬂwm)wuém,m
MEH™R U4 T 9MF ... %)Wmmm ”]RZOZ‘

TGS (THOE) | T ﬁwzoﬁﬁ%sﬂtwﬁmﬁmﬁ%m
TGH it B 3 AR S ki aﬁm@w«%ﬁqwﬁﬁi

3 SISl TS Fiored BRI mm’j
31t 20 7E 13 A TR R g A
Y T forsel A i & e T

FHAR , IR IS FH, 3 ﬁmm azﬁ?mm *iia fife T

S A, T B et R




@ the second phase of
lling, Uttar ~ Pradesh
winessed a dismal turnout of
54.85 per cent, the lowest

i the country, sparking
<oncerns among senior leaders
of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the Samajwadi Party
(SP) regarding the lack of
A ‘senior BJP leader, who
extensively toured various

regions including

Cgllﬁni:gzrh. Madh

Pradesh, and western UP,
ressed bewi over

UP: Lack of enthusiasm gr
flisconnect, wonder parties

This action is missing. Even
the Muslims are silent. We
know they will not vote for
BJP, but there is no perceptible
reaction from the members of

has resulted in a lack of
interest”.
The SP has taken a cautious
approach rding Muslim
ﬂngmln ‘reg\:elfares.withane
of its candidates from central
UP stating a deliberate
avoidance of meetings in
Muslim-dominated areas.
"This may give a reason to BJP
to react and ultimately
arize the election,” the
lid: 2

]:I:;‘p noticeable absence of
interest among voters. “The
thusiasm is missing this
e among the voters, and
is has made our work ve
icult to ascertain whicl
the wind is blowing," he
ted.

St
His sentiments were mirrored
by a lawmaker from the SP,
who emphasised the low
polling ~ percentages  as
indicative of the prevalent
disinterest among voters.
Despite vigorous
cam&aign efforts, such
as the BJP's slogan
“Iss baar 400 paar”
(This time, beyond
400) and SP's W
assertions of sweeping
victories by the "INDIA Bloc,"
both parties find themselves
<confronted with a stark reality
a palpable absence of
enthusiasm  among  the
electorate. Even with the
Election Commission
distributing 1.66 crore voter
slips to households five days
before the elections, there
seems (0 be a disconnect. The
number of eligible voters in
the second phase of LS polls
stands at dlcf;e crore. -
Delvin; T into the issue,
the BI'F9 leader highlighted the
detrimental impact of this lack
of enthusiasm on party
workers, noting, “there has to
be a reaction 10 some action.

ed, echoing
concerns raised by BJP
lawmakers regarding the
silence of Muslims.
SP chief Akhilesh Yaday held a
meeting  today morning
showed concern over missing
long lines in  Muslim
dominated areas. Even polling
percentage witnessed a E:dine
of around five per cent in
Rampur, Statistical evidence
further accentuates the gravi
of the situation, with Ul
witnessing a decline in voter
turnout compared to
elections. In
the first phase, UP
registered a turnout of
61 per cent down from
66 per cent in 2019. The
second phase, with a
polling percentage of just
54.85 per cent, marks a
comy
to 62.76 per cent in 2019.
Notably, Mathura reported a
mere 49 per cent polling, a
substantial 12 per cent
decrease from the previous
election’s 61.08 per cent. Jal
Shakti Minister Swatantra Dev
Singh attributed the low
turnout to people’s satisfaction
with the present regime, citing
a similar turnout of 50 per cent
in 2009 when the Congress
retained power. -
We are confident that BJP will

swe?/ the elections, but we
need fo improve the voting
percentage,” he asserted.




DM flags off

PNS B VARANASI|

District Magistrate and District
Election Officer S Rajalingam,
along with Chief Development
Officer and SVEEP in-charge
Himanshu Nagpal, flagged off vehi-
cles loaded with LPG cylinders
from the Collectorate premises
here on Saturday in order to ensure
100 per cent voting in the Lok Sabha
election in the district.

The vehicles loaded with LPG
cylinders under the Systematic
Voters’ Education and "Electoral
Participation (SVEEP) programme
will deliver the message of voter
awareness from door to door.
Speaking on this occasion,
Rajalingam made the general pub-
lic aware of voting by tying tags to
the cooking gas cylinders loaded in
the vehicles. He said that the district
administration was committed to
ensuring 100 per cent voting in the
district. “Voting is the most impor-
tant task for a strong democracy of
the country, hence emphasis is
being laid on increasing awareness
among the people and encouraging
them to cast their votes,” he said.
Nagpal also spread awareness
among the voters and explained the
importance of voting. He also
appealed to all the residents of the
district to vote 100 per cent.

On the occasion, Additional District

(Frfien warT) SO weul, W@As

Ik

RSRSICE T

.,

Magistrate (Civil Supplies) Prakash
Chandra, District Supp
Umesh Chandra Mishra,

Head of LPG Vikas Sah

Officer (LPG-S) Satish Kumar

ly Officer
Divisional

dev, Nodal

Yadav, sales managers, gas agency

operatorsand others wer]

sent.
Meanwhile, the batuks
Sanskrit students) of
Yogi  Ashram

kaam chhod do sabse pa

also pre-

'Vedpathi
harishi
locdted at

Siddheshwari, raised sl
Create awareness among
They shouted slogans §

it
|

LP( v@hicl@sunder

N

um sab ne thana hai, shatpratishat
matdaan karana hai’ They also
said that one’s vote was precious and
everyone shoquFote together and

build a healthy democracy because
solling was a 'great festival of
emocracy so ‘everyone should
together and increase the pride of
shi.
ey also sent the message of
cleanliness, saying “if there is dirt
then there is disease and if there is
| cleanliness then there is health”.
?eaking on the occasion, region-
coordinator of Namami Gange

SVEEP,

-

(Kashi region) Rajesh Shukla said
that people had an oppertunity m -
the form of voting to fg(:m a pros- '
perous, self-reliant and dedicated
overnment in India. -
Let us elect a government which
will strengthen national securiw, /
provide good arrangements ifbr,
electricity, roads and water #hd
which can be trusted by women,
farmers and the poor.” he said.. .
Maharishi Yogi Vidyalaya in-chagge
Sisant Kesari Swain, Sunil Srivastata,’
and others were mainly involved in
the event. At
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idw turnout in the first two

phases in U.P. sets alarm
ells ringing for Lko admin

Voters must come out
in large numbers and
set an example for
other districts, says
divisional
commissioner
Hi"tmspondent
letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : Low voter turnout in
the first two phases of the 2024
Lok Sabha polls in 16 constituen-
cies of Uttar Pradesh has set the
alarm bells ringing for the dis-
trict administration here.

hasseta

mumm
FACTFILE

‘EFFORTSONTO
REACHOUTTO

RY VOTER'
LUCKNOW : Divisional
commissioner Roshan Jacob
said efforts are on by the

district

administration to reach out
toevery voter by distributing
voter slip on their doorstep
so thatall voters are aware of
their respective polling
stamns 'See ' what political
hout

« Lucknow voter tumnout in 2019 LSelzctlon was 5478% when state
t 59.21%.

pegged

Itis so because voter turnout
in Lucknow, which will go to the
polls in the fifth phase on May
20, has traditionally remained
poorer than overall state voting
percentage in the past.

In the 2019 general election,
voting percentage here was
54.78% when the state average
was pegged at 59.21%. Likewise
in 2014, only 53.06% vot-
ers had exercised their

in the state cap-

ital while Uttar Pradesh

as whole registered
58.44% voter turnout.

This time around, the

districts as it is the state
Divisional commissioner
Roshan Jaccob said the district

. administration and the state
election:

‘commission are taking a
slew of measures to ensure that
voter turnout here remains
respectable.

I.nn? weekend ahead of

cknaw goes to pollon
(Monday). This coupled wnh
+ Saturday and Sunday makes it
for a long weekend as almost
every establishment will remain

closed on the polling day. The
[ holiday

'will encourage

dence and we are aware of this

fact. We can only collectively

#In 2014 electi

ly
capital wlnle UPasa whole mglstered SBM" turnout.

This| ‘ommis-

appeal te
fmnchxse People must come out
of their homes to vote. This is
one way to make our democracy
strong.”

Rising temperature a
uw

On Friday (April 26), the

day tem] soared

Lucknow. On May
weather will be harsher,
“See it is a factor and vot-
ers have to make some
adjustment. The best tim-
ing to cast vote is morn-
ing hours when weather
is relatively pleasant. And then
after lunch hour till the polling
ends. We want people to vote in
the first half. Challenge will beto
ensure that voter turnout does
not " said divisional com-
missioner while talking to HT.

Challenges ahead of

polling
Jacob said in the civic polls,
there were many issues with the
voter list. Several voters in the

had complained thanhdr

Names were missing from th
list. This year district ehclion
commission had invited people
to check their names in the voter
list and update details if their
names were missing.

“Most peoplewant to vote. It
won't be right to say that they
are apathetic towards voting.

tovotersis fine but the
district administration will
also leave nothing to chance
toplay a good host to voters
who will be our guests. We \

believe that voters do want
to cast vote as responsible
citizens: uﬂ@e country. The

sion has taken to
improve the voter turnout and
hope the Lucknow division will
rise to the occasion,” she said.

Steps taken by district
admin

For the first time in the city,
model polling booths will be set
up in clubhouses and commu-
nity centres of 14 high-rise apart-
ment complexes in urban areas
to facilitate maximum eligible
voters in such residential build-
ings to exercise their franchise in
the Lok Sabha elections. The
idea is aimed at taking the elect-
oral process closer to the homes
of voters, said officials.

“Now the onus is on Resident
Welfare Associations (RWAs) to
ensure people cast their vote. At

some point of time, Lucknow ,

voters have to show “Adab”
(wlueness) and live up to its
Iture) and set some
('xnmplefnroﬂurd.ls(ncsmfol
low,” Jacob said.
For senior citizens and

per
sons with disabilities, there will

be provision of wheelchairs at
many polling stations which
they can use for casting vote.
When Lucknowites exercise
their franchise on May 20,
polling i

willtry to
facilitate by taking polling
station to their locality
packed with all kinds of
facilitates they want," Jacob
said. HIC

beat the heat.

Past tense
Despite the Election Commis-
sion’s push, concern over
low polling grew stronger in
Uttar Pradesh as the 54.85%
-turnout recorded in eight parlia-
mentary constituencies in the
second phase of the 2024
Lok Sabha election on Friday
was 7% less than the 62% voting
witnessed on the same seats in
2019. The turnout in the second
phase was 49.29% in Mathura,
almost 12% drop from 61.03% in
2019, and 49.65% in Ghaziabad,
6% down from 55.83% five years |
ago. the other constitu-
encies, 64.02% polling was
recorded in Amroha followed by
58.70% in Meerut, 56.62% in Alisw
garh, 55.97% in Baghpat, 55.79%
in Bulandshahr and 53 % in
Gautam Buddh Nagar on Friday,
accordingdg Election Commis-
sion figures.
mnmﬂrstpluseof pollingin
ht

apar

‘ment complexes will have amen-
ities, medical aid and other pro-
visions like ‘mattha’ (buttermilk)
and chilled water for voters to

another eig]

April 19, the voter turnout was
60.25%, which was around 6%
less than the 66.50% voting
recorded in 2019.
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